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“Ibelieve in angels,” said Aileen
Chase, deputy director of the Wild-
lands Trust. “I can't tel} you the
number of times when I thought to
myself, T don't know where money
is going to come from,” and then an
angel came in and saved us.”

While Chase is busy applying for
grants, she's also looking for anoth-
er angel to help them raise the re-
mainder of the proposed endow-
ment. Wednesday she led the first
walking tour of the O'Neil Farm
since the land was saved. The
tours, different from the ones that
were given last vear, are meant to

educate the public about the farm’s
history and purpose, ziving folks a
reason to donate to the corporation,

Another walk is scheduled for
July 9.

“Now that the property has been
protected and secured, people
mught not think about donating
anymore," said former project man-
ager and current volunteer, Pat
Loring.

“We did walks last June looking
for support at town meeting, and
now we're looking for support for
the corporation.”

Although the current tours do
not go past the barn and cows,
other wildlife can be seen, From
hawks nesting to wild turkeys run-
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Nature walk — visitors follow ore of few trails already laid out on the O'Neil Farm.

ning in the fields to deer frozen in
the woods, children and adults alike
can see a whole new side of
Duxl;\u:-_u, Loring said.

"It's also just beautiful New Eng-
land scenery,” Loring said. “Look-
ing at some of the pastures, you
can really get a sense of what this
farm looked like 200 years ago.”

As recently zs the 1980s, there
were six dairy farms operating in
Duxbury alone, Chase said. Now,
the Historic O'Neil Farm Inc. is the
town’s last chance to hold onto a
vanishing way of life.

“To me, it’s really about educa-
tion,” Chase said. “Children need
to see the correlation between the

land and the food they eat.”

Alot of children, she said, simply
buy a half gallon of milk in the
store or merely take it out of the
fridge, and never think about
where it comes from.

The O’Neil farm produces about
1.5 tons of milk every other day,
according to farmer Carl O"Neil.
The farm was in his family for 175
years. Milked twice daily, a single
cow, he said as he joined about a
dozen residents on the first tour
this year, can produce upwards of
80 pounds of milk each day.

The milk from his 42 cows is sold
to the Agrimark farmers coopera-
tve, which produces Cabot

historic Duxbury dairy farm

cheeses. The milk is high quality
for cheese making, he said.

O’'Neil told visitors that he has a
“closed herd,” which means that he
raises all replacements, )

"Cows aren't like horses,” O’Neil
said. “They need to earn their
keep. If they aren't calving once 2
vear, I have to sell them because
it's for the best of the herd.”

Nonetheless, he's kept many
healthy cows for up to 17 years, he
said, predominantly without the
use of antibiotics.

O'Neil excused himself from the
tour to get back to work - unload-
ing bails of hay — as the group con-
tinued through pristine fields and
woods off Autumn Avenue.




